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The Stories Forum Initiative is a student-run speaker series 
at SUNY Downstate College of Medicine. We aim to 
provide a humanistic supplement to medical education 
through patient narratives, and narratives of their 
caretakers The initiative is currently in its third year

Abstract Student Voices

HIV
“Jaci was amazing and offered a story that I won’t ever forget as a MD”
“Amazing speaker! Very informative and real”

Hemophilia
“The tips on how to increase patient comfort and take patient’s views and 
k l d i t t l bl t ”

Events

•Living in an Intersex World – 2008,2010
•Schizophrenia And Psychiatry - 2008
•Living With Congenital HIV - 2008
•Growing Up With Hemophilia – 2008, 2009
•Cancer As A Young Adult – 2008, 2010caretakers. The initiative is currently in its third year. 

This poster will evaluate the cumulative student-
reported feedback surveys given at our events. The 
surveys examine audience members' previous exposure 
to the clinical topics, their reactions to the 
presentations, and how the events changed the 
students' attitudes towards disease and illness. In 

New Media Programming

knowledge into account were very valuable to me”

CHD
“Great speaker. Very special person!”
“Very engaging and informative!”

Data

•Raising a Child with Autism - 2009
•Working with Transgender Patients - 2009
•Living the HIV Epidemic – 2009
•Living with Congenital Heart Defects – 2010

addition, we have launched a video blog of our speaker 
series. Our poster will also discuss the importance of 
an online presence as a way to make these patient 
narratives accessible to a wider health care audience. 

Patient  Voices

Audience Member's Previous Patient Exposure
(5=much; 1=none)
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This year The Stories Forum Initiative launched 
a video blog.  The website is not only an 
archive of our speaker series; it is also a  

•…He was in a deep coma from a devastating brain-stem injury. Over the 
next months and years he regained some cognitive function but was unable to 
do anything for himself. Caring for him at home required an enormous 
managerial effort… 
-Carol Levine, MacArther Fellow, Home Healthcare 
Advocate

Better Advocate
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platform for sharing these narratives with a 
wider health care community. As we 
continue to bring  speakers to educate 
SUNY Downstate students and staff, we also 
hope to build a library of patient experiences 
that is available to a national audience. 

•…The best thing for a good  relationship with your patient – whether 
they’re black, white, gay ,straight, bisexual,  whether it’s HIV, whether it’s 
cancer, whether it’s an amputee – whatever the case is, the best thing  for a 
doctor to do is be honest…
-Jaci Adams, Transgender health activist living with HIV

•…  When I was born, 1977, I had to take fresh frozen plasma… One  
bottle was accumulated from 1000 different people’s blood. If you take  3 2.5
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(5=strongly agree; 1=strongly disagree)

bottles a week, we’re talking  about hundreds of thousands of peoples’ blood 
coursing through our veins. The chances of one of them having HIV or 
AIDS or Hep C  or what have you is really high…
-Ben Shuldiner, High School Principal living with 
Hemophilia
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